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placed in an automobile of the assault guards, and in it he
was killed. To add insult to injury, his body was left at the
gates of the cemetery.
The crime was such a monstrous one that it seemed bred
of a world of nightmare and deranged minds, impossible to
explain, for no language has yet been devised which could
describe it. In any society organized or in the least civilized,
such an abominable crime as this is not committed. But if
perchance it does occur, the eyes and hearts of men turn
up to those in authority, that they may bring the trans-
gressors to justice. This consolation was denied to Spain of
1936. She could not demand justice from those in authority.
How could she, when the government itself had planned
the crime, which was merely one more in a long list com-
mitted in the face of its indifference or with its connivance?
The Monarchist minority, "Renovacion Espafiola," with-
drew from parliament, "because it will not associate with a
government of assassins."
Calvo Sotelo had been singled out by the revolution as one
of its principal victims. A certain deputy answering to the
name of Galarza, who seemed to seek celebrity at the price
of any excess or inhumanity, defended the assassination of
Calvo Sotelo in the Cortes. Eight days before the crime the
leader of the Monarchist minority had confided to Gil
Robles that he feared for his life, complaining of a suspicious
shifting in his bodyguard, from which the regular police
had been removed and replaced by assault guards. But the
premier of the Spanish government himself had threatened
Calvo Sotelo. The leader of the Monarchists had replied
in the following manner:
"My shoulders are broad, Casares Quiroga. Your Honour
is a very eloquent speaker, always ready with challenging
gestures and words of threat. I have heard you make three
or four speeches in my whole life, all three or four of them